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Abstract

It is widely believed in the academic world that the Yangming school of
Neo-Confucianism, which was in full flourish in Ming Dynasty, became declined
in Qing Dynasty. This was due to a returning to Zhu Xi’s (1130-1200) blend of
Neo-Confucianism which Wang Yangming (1472-1529) and his school had
overshadowed in the Ming, as well as nd the rise of historical textual research
which began from late Ming and became prominent in early Qing times.
However, the advocacy of Kang Youwei (1858—1927), Liang Qichao (1873—
1929) and others in the late Qing also resulted in a revival of the Yangming
school, which embraces the learning of the mind taught by Wang and his
intellectual predecessor in the Song, Lu Jiuyuan (1139-1193). This revival of
Yangming learning has often been attributed to the rise of the Yangming school
in Japan that contributed much to the Meiji Restoration. This study argues that in
fact the revival of Yangming school in late Qing had its ideological foundation in
China itself. Studying the development of Yangming school in the Qing Dynasty,
as the present research does, indeed helps us to understand the position and the
role of Neo-Confucianism in late Qing, thus also enrich our knowledge of the
impetus of the reform and revolution activities in that period of time.

The present thesis comprises of six chapters with accounts of the
development of Yangming learning in the provinces of Jiangxi and Zhejiang,
both of which strong bases of the spread of Wang Yingming’s teaching in the
Ming, which also explain the reasons for its revival in late Qing. In particular,
istead of the philosophical concepts of emiment thinkers in these areas, the
research focuses on the actual influence of the Yangming school in the society as
reflected in the ways Wang was enshrined and worshipped in these areas, as well
as the changes in the status of Wang as historical Confucian master and scholar-
official, and the spread of Yangming’s teachings among middle and lower-tiers
scholars. The thesis focus on the transmission and development of the Yangming

school in Jiangxi and Zhejiang. Transmission refers to the movement of a
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concept or a school of thoughts to a different region or community. The concept
or thought might undergo a process of simplification or changes in response to
the medium of transmission. Development, on the other hand, refers to the
deepening or transformation of the concept or thought through scholarly
reflections or the adaptation to a different setting.

The study first focused on the building and maintenance of places that mark
Wang’s worship — the memorial shrines in Jiangxi. It is found that such shrines
were well kept down to the Qianlong (1736—1795) and Jiaqing (1796—
1820) periods after a decline during the late Kangxi period (1662-1722). Local
scholars defended the Yangming school by demonstrating Wang’s contributions
and his similarity to the rival Cheng-Zhu of Neo-Confucianism which was the
state ideology. This laid a foundation for the revival of the Yangming school
during Daoguang period (1821—1850) .

Things were not exactly the same in Zhejiang, however. The Yangming
school was severely criticized by the Cheng-Zhu school during the Kangxi
period. But the outburst of the case of Lii Liuliang (1629-1683), a renowned
Cheng-Zhu scholar and staunch Ming loyalist critical of the “barbarian” original
of the Manchu Qing, during the Yongzheng period (1723—1735) weakened
much the position Cheng-Zhu scholar-officials in the imperial court.
Simultaneously, the defence given to the Yangming school also increased.
Despite the rise of the evidential school of textual research and attempts to
enhance the influence of the Cheng-Zhu school, more scholars were found to
have absorbed and used Yangming teachings for practices of self-cultivation.

These provincial differences in the development of the Yangming school are
reflected in the ways it was recognized and the modes of its transmission. In
Jiangxi, local officials tried to advocate the school by building memorial shrines;
in Zhejing, it was more self-cultivation of scholars using methods advocated by
Wang. Institutions of scholarly communication explain much of this difference.
As more academies were run by the government and served mainly the purpose

of bettering successes in the imperial examinations, academies’ formal function
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of giving scholarly philosophical lectures was lost. This was especially clear in
Zhejiang. Meanwhile, local officials in Jiangxi were fond of using the the bao-jia
system of security control introduced by Wang Yingming to suppress the anti-
Qing secret societies in the province. The success of this control mechanism led
officials to approve of Wang’s teachings, and thus in a way provided an
institutional guarantee to their recognition and promotion

The research of this thesis also brought into consideration the Yangming
school’s revival in late Qing in terms of the overall development of the scholarly
world after the Jiaging and Daoguang periods when the thought of practical
learning in statecraft knowledge was on the rise. Wang Yangming was seen and
approved of by Confucian scholars as a man of action rather than empty talks.
Those who cherished the idea of “rectification of customs” saw the impact of
Yangming’s teaching in arousing man’s conscience. Wang Yangming’s ways of
“mind managing” (zhixin jf») were used for self-cultivation. His doctrine of
“unity of knowing and doing” was also affirmed by some textual research
scholars. Such was the intellectual climate that influenced the advocacy of
Yangming leanring by people like Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao who saw
reforms by action. Thus, the influence of Japan on the revival of Yangming
learning in late Qing was at best an secondary factor. Political reformists and
revolutionaries in the late Qing, such as Song Shu (1862—1910) and Liu
Shipei (1884—1919) , also emphasized Yangming’s concept of sticking to
one’s belief without following the authorities and ancients, and turned it into the
thought foundation of their actions. This is a new impact of Yangming’s in the
late Qing.

From a historical perspective, the present thesis takes the Yongzheng period
as the turning point in the history of the Yangming school in the Qing Dynasty.
On the one hand, the school had begun to revive after a brief decline during the
Kangxi period. Its position became strong gradually thereafter. On the other

hand, Li Fu (1673—1750) , who actively advocated Lu Jiuyuan and Wang
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Yangming, became the Yongzheng Emperor’s (1678—1735) arm to cashier
factional offcials who claimed Cheng-Zhu intellctual inheritance. Although the
resulting stop of Ming-style lecture delivery in the academies also much hindered
the transmission of Yangming’s philosophy in that fashion, the Yongzheng period
still played a connective role in the final revival of Wang’s impactful teachings in
the late Qing.

This thesis has studied the attitudes toward the Yangming school from four
kind of people in the Qing Dynasty: scholar-officials, opponents to the Wang
school, believers of Wang, and people of no particular adhernece. The finding is
that most of these people viewed that Wang Yangming's contributions in this
teachings and political-military achievements should be emphasized. This view
was especially popular among Qing government and local officials. For the
heritage of the Yangming school in the Qing Dynasty, we need to distinguish
Yangming’s thoughts promoted as catch phrases from his leanring of the mind,
including the influential doctrines of “unity of knowing and doing” and
“attaining innate knowledge”. His critics and opponents often aimed the “catch
phrases” for an attack, misrepresenting the gist of Wang’s thought and teachings
whether delibereately or not. At best they misunderstood Wang’s doctrines of
“mind is principle” and “unity of knowing and doing.” But as a whole, more
people studied in this research criticized the doctrine of “heart is principle” but
affirmed the doctrine of “unity of knowing and doing.” Most people considered
Wang a representative of Confucianism in the Ming Dynasty and his idea and
discourse on"cultivate [one’s person] in practice" an admirable pedagogical
method. This is reflected in its citation in rudimentary educational books and
other literatures.

The Yangming school had more than one mode of transmission during the
Qing Dynasty -- building memorial shrinces, holding worship ceremonies,
composing commemorative poems, creation of his portraits, making stele
inscriptions were all ways to increase his influence in academics honoring him.

Scholars discussed and studied his thoughts by forming private associations,
vl



exchange of letters discussing his ideas and doctrines and biography, reflecting
their own conduct with reference to Wang’s teachings in their own diaries of
moral cultivation. The rudimentary educational books and encyplodpias for
commonfolk knowledge also spread his ideas and teachings by including his

writings.
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