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Abstract

Taking the Dai Autonomous Prefecture of Xishuangbanna in the southern Yunnan province of
China as a case, this thesis studies the interactions between the state and the frontier, focusing
on the impact of the expansion of the state power on the local society and the process by which
the frontier region of Xishuangbanna was gradually incorporated into the Chinese state. The
term “state” here means a comprehensive body of power aggregate consisting of the various
central governments-- Ming and Qing Dynasties, as well as the governments of Republic of
China and the People's Republic of China, local officials representing the central governments,
as well as the policies promoted by the central governments. Although this thesis will focus on
analyzing the political interactions between Xishuangbanna and the state, it will also examine

the economic and cultural relations that are related to political relations.

The study will cover four major time periods: 1. Ming-Qing, 1368--1912; 2. Early Republican,
1913-1937; 3. Late Republican, 1937-1950; 4. Early PRC, 1950-1956. Major themes and
events of each period will be examined to show how Xishuangbanna was transformed, step by
step, from the domains of feudal lords to an autonomous region/prefecture of the PRC. During
the Ming Dynasty, the Tusi system was formally established in Xishuangbanna. The Burmese
state and the Ming competed for the control of Xishuangbanna. To best protect his interest, the
head of the Dai-Lue regime that ruled Xishuangbanna chose to give away “sovereignty” in
order to retain his right to govern the region. Xishuangbanna thus became the “shared tributary

state” of China and Myanmar. After the suppression of the “Zheding rebellion” during the late



Qing Dynasty, Ke Shuxun entered Xishuangbanna and became the “state agent” who “brought
in appointed officials but did not eliminate local lords.” Under Ke Shuxun's rule,
Xishuangbanna went through important changes with regard to administrative system, land
resources and ethnic integration. After Ke Shuxun’s death, Xishuangbanna was placed under
the administration of the Yunnan Provincial Government, which began to promote the anti-
opium campaign and develop Chinese cultural education in the region. The outbreak of the
Anti-Japanese War contributed to the forcible expansion of the Nationalist government in the
border areas. The various policies enforced by the government, including the ban on opium-
smoking, state control of the tea trade, the introduction of overseas Chinese capital, and the
“de-stigmatization” of ethnic minorities, turned Xishuangbanna into an integral part of the
construction of the Southwest rear base for the Anti-Japanese War. Soon Xishuangbanna was
changed from the rear base to the front line of the war, and the result was the de-ethnicization
of the region. The 93rd Division of the Nationalist Army and a regiment of staff officers
affiliated with the Bureau of Investigation and Statistics of the Military Council entered
Xishuangbanna and began to interfere with the selection of local political leaders. The
Nationalist Government also strengthened the Baojia system to tighten its control over the local
population. After the defeat of Japan, the conflict between the Nationalists and the Communist
escalated and a civil war became imminent. There appeared local armed groups in
Xishuangbanna, the Communist forces also entered the region, and internal divisions arose
within the Dai-Lue regime. The contest between the Nationalists and the Communists
prompted the disintegration of the traditional society of Xishuangbanna. After 1950,

Xishuangbanna became part of the People’s Republic of China, and the traditional Dai-Lue

vi



regime collapsed with the political transformation of the former ruling group and the

completion of the land reform.

In conclusion, the transformation of Xishuangbanna from the domains of Tusi to an
autonomous prefecture of the PRC lasted from the era of dynasties to the period of Republic
of China and the People's Republic of China. Although the rulers and political parties were
different from one period to another, they were all committed to eliminating the local
government of Xishuangbanna and fully incorporating Xishuangbanna into the Chinese state.
Although the successive governments may have adopted different policies toward the region,
there were commonalities underlying these different policies. The expansion of the state power
caused the decline and the fall of the Dai-Lue regime, but members of the Dai-Lue regime
showed a certain degree of initiative, by making wise assessment of the circumstances and by
making necessary changes to adapt to the changing situations. The expansion of the state power

was also accompanied by the gradual evolution of the Xishuangbanna society.
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