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Abstract

This study discusses the background and critical reasons of the canonization of five
Song dynasty Neo-Confucian masters — Zhou Dunyi (1017-1073), Zhang Zai (1020-
1077), Cheng Hao (1032-1085), Cheng Yi (1033-1107), and Zhu Xi (1130-1200) — in
the Temple of Confucius in 1241. It throws lights on what and how the interplay of
contemporary scholar-officials’ learning, thinking and politics ultimately led to the
Song court’s affirmation of the version of Confucianism promoted by the School of Zhu
Xi (historically also known as the Cheng-Zhu School) as its official ideology. This
decision has huge impact on the thought and institutions of Chinese government, society,
and intellectual world as well as those of Japan, Korea, and Vietnam for the eight
centuries thereafter.

The research differs from previous ones, which mainly focused on interpreting and
elaborating the major Neo-Confucian scholars’ thoughts and doctrines. It focuses on the
interaction between scholarly thoughts and politics in the Neo-Confucian community.
Drawing from stakeholder scholar-ofticials’ collected works and materials from official
history, local gazetteers, personal notes, etc., it explains the triumph of the Cheng-Zhu
school of Neo-Confucianism in a specific historical context.

The thesis contains four chapters in addition to an introduction and a conclusion.
Chapter 2 takes the chronology of the lifting of the ban on Neo-Confucianism as a clue
to explore the changes in the political situation and the status of Neo-Confucianism
scholar officials, as well as the entry and exit of Neo-Confucianism scholar officials.
During the Jiading period, Shi Miyuan (1164-1233) the Chief Councilor, to consolidate
his political power, restored the reputation of Neo-Confucianism to a certain extent and
dealt with the Neo-Confucian officials in a sociable manner. However, because of the
dissatisfaction of the righteous scholar officials with Shi Miyuan’s authoritarianism, the
scholars and Shi went their own ways, accentuating their different political views.

Chapter 3 centers on the intellectual activities of the first two generations of
disciples of Zhu Xi and his intellectual rival, Lu Jiuyuan to reveal the reality of the

famous ‘Zhu-Lu Debate’ dated back to 1188 when Zhu and Lu first debated over the
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correct method of Confucian learning. The continuing debates by the second generation
scholars, represented by Zhu Xi’s disciples Huang Gan (1152-1221) and Chen Chun
(1159-1223) and Lu Jiuyuan’s disciples Yang Jian (1141-1225) and Yuan Xie (1144-
1224) appeared in the Jiading period (1208-1224). Their meetings were still
antagonistic like their teachers’. Later others like Yuan Fu (1180-after1237), Bao Hui
(1182-1268), and Qian Shi (1175-1244) showed even less interest in the doctrinal
differences. This helped set the ground for Emperor Lizong to favor the Cheng-Zhu
school in the canonization issue in 1241.

Chapter 4 studied how Zhen Dexiu (1178-1235) and Wei Liaoweng (1178-1237),
the leading Neo-Confucian scholar-officials who studied and promoted the thoughts of
Zhu Xi in the 1220s and late 1230s for the cause of Zhu’s posthumous elevation. Zhen
paid special attention on Zhu Xi’ the Great Learning is the great consequences for the
spread of Zhu’s thought in late Song times. Zhen taught Emperor Lizong the Great
Learning as lecturer during Duanping Era, which can be regarded as Neo-Confucian
scholar-official’s practical use. Compared with Zhen Dexiu, Wei Liaoweng read the
classics extensively, especially the Yi and the Three Li when he lived in Jingzhou.
Although Wei was able to read classics for pleasure, he was still nervous because he
could not participate in political affairs.

Chapter 5 discusses Neo-Confucianism and political culture to the middle period of
the reign of Emperor Lizong. After the Song’s failure to recapture the city of Luoyang
from the Jurchens in 1234, internal division of Neo-Confucian officials also intensified.
Emperor Lizong yielded to general court opinion and dismissed Chief Councillor Zheng
Qingzhi (1176-1252) as a means of official reconciliation. And it was in that political
atmosphere that the promotion of the Cheng-Zhu version of Neo-Confucianism as the

orthodoxy became the final consensus of the court.
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