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Abstract

The Huarui Tibetan area lies in the eastern Qilian Mountains’ foothills, with Tianzhu Tibetan
Autonomous County being the focal point of the Huarui Tibetan Cultural Sphere according to current
administrative divisions. Archaeological evidence indicates that human activity in the Huarui region
can be traced back to the Neolithic era. Throughout subsequent historical dynasties, this region has
consistently functioned as a peripheral zone where Han and non-Han cultural circles intersect. A
plethora of ethnic groups have historically inhabited this area, engendering a dynamic interplay of
diverse cultures and consequently establishing the Huarui region as a distinctive cultural milieu within
the Hexi Ethnic Corridor. This paper will examine the Huarui Tibetan area through the perspective of
dual “centers” and dual “edges,” aiming to investigate the patterns and rules of ethnic interactions within
this cultural and geographical context across various historical periods. Furthermore, we intend to
elucidate the developmental trajectory of the characteristics of the “drifted-away” in the contemporary

Huarui Tibetan region.

The primary research framework of this paper comprises four sections. The initial section examines the
impact of the natural ecological environment on the social and cultural attributes of the Huarui region,
in conjunction with the modes of inter-ethnic relations. Additionally, it chronicles the collective
historical narratives of the “Heroic Tribe.” The ensuing three sections explore the historical evolution
of the complex ethnic interaction framework within the Huarui region, highlighting three distinct epochs:
the pre-1912 period, the Republican era, and the early period of the People’s Republic of China, with
1958 as the endpoint. The latter two historical periods are the focus of this study. In the annals of early
Chinese history, the ethnic dynamics of the Huarui region manifested a notable degree of pluralism and
intricacy. Significantly, the predominant ethnic groups within the Huarui area experienced two major
sociocultural transformations. Firstly, in the Sui and Tang dynasties, the Huarui region witnessed the
emergence of a community of “New Tubo People.” Secondly, the recurrent incursions by Mongolian

hordes during the Yuan and Ming dynasties precipitated a gradual demographic shift, whereby the

Vi



predominant ethnic group transitioned from the original “Tubo people” to the ethnic group of “Fan.”
This affiliation was solidified during the late Qing Dynasty, recognizing the “thirty-six tribes of Fan
who underwent cultural assimilation into Han Chinese civilization.” Between 1912 and 1949, the
Huarui region experienced profound metamorphoses in ethnic interactions, shaped by numerous
exogenous variables. This chapter delves into a compendium of policies promulgated by the Nationalist
government aimed at augmenting state authority in the Huarui region. It further explores the intricate
political and economic dynamics involving the warlord Ma during this epoch. Simultaneously,
cataclysmic events such as seismic upheavals and widespread famine in adjoining regions, coupled with
a transient intensification of economic endeavors related to wool and equine industries within the
Huarui region, precipitated a disruption of the previously cloistered social milieu. This led to the
establishment of a symbiotic and complementary mode of interaction among the Huarui Tibetans, Han

Chinese, and Hui people in the Huarui region.

The last chapter on the PRC era analyzes the implementation of ethnic policies formulated by the
Communist Party of China in the Huarui region. The introduction of the regional ethnic autonomy
system facilitated the rapid establishment of Tianzhu Tibetan Autonomous County at the heart of the
new Huarui region. The self-evident ethnic characters of the dominant ethnic group in the Tianzhu area
allowed the Chinese Communists to identify the local people as Tibetans immediately. Furthermore,
the conclusion of the “Land Reform Movement,” interwoven with the features of “peace” and “conflict”
within the Huarui region, served as the primary catalyst for its conversion to a socialist system.
Consequently, within these circumstances, a fundamentally novel paradigm of inter-ethnic relations

was created in the Huarui areas.
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