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Abstract

Cheng Minzheng's (1445-1499) Scholarship and the tellectual
Landscape and Climate for the Rise of Wang Yangmirlg Philosophy

Abstract

Since the late Song dynasty, Neo-Confucianism & @heng-Zhu brand
(Cheng-Zhu Lixuef£ < 2) had become dominant state ideology and greatly
influenced the academia and the history of Chinpegosophy. This schooal,
however, was challenged by Wang Yangming’s (14728)%chool of Mind learning
(Yangming XinxudzHH, () in the 1500s, which reflected a huge diversiorhia
philosophical world as well as the social realit®fsmid Ming China. Scholars in
general agreed that the change brought by Wangnbiegan early Ming Confucian
learning which especially emphasized on moral atibn. However, there was
another important trend of thought and scholarshdppcated by scholar-officials like
Qin Jun ()&, 1421-1495) and Yang Shouchefy; 74, 1425-1489), which
cherished broad learning, empirical investigatiamg statecraft learning as a remedy
to the deficiencies of the Cheng-Zhu school. Thehd as a background of Wang
Yangming’s rise is not much studied.

Cheng Minzhengfg&iE, 1445-1499), an eminent figure in the imperial kan
Academy Hanlin Yuan Xuesh§ k%2 +) who was also Wang Yangming’s
examiner Zuoshi JZEE) in the 1499 metropolitan examinations, was aroedte of
merging the learning of the schools of Zu %i%&, 1130-1200) and Lu Jiuyuaf(1,
Jid, 139-1193), a stand that was to be charactenidtidvang himself. Cheng was
regarded as the most erudite scholar of his tiegsecially versed in textual criticism.
He was also much concerned about the subjecixak, but attempted to solvieixue
problems by means of extensive textual study. Ckengholarly style actually
epitomized a large part of the scholarly world bef@Vang's rise. The question is:

Why it was Wang rather than Cheng who would becdineeparamount and most
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charismatic scholar in the Ming dynasty? To unrdtiel background and climate of
Wang Yangming’s rise, it is therefore necessarmgnalyze the thought and scholarship
of Cheng Minzheng. Yet, modern research on Chergrasce. There is not much

in-depth study of his times as well. This sevenptba thesis provides a

comprehensive analysis of Cheng’s scholarship aiationships, comparing his

thought with his contemporaries’ and tracing tharae of the intellectual trend of his
times. The findings would fill the gaps mentiondmbae and add a significant chapter
to the intellectual history of Ming China.

In the main part of this thesis, a detailed biogsapf Cheng Minzheng is
reconstructed in Chapter Two. It shows that matiigiafs made a clean break with
Cheng after he died because he was severely deshediche end of his official career.
Chapter Three gives an account of his circles ghiamtances and his academic and
literary views as a versatile Cheng-Zhu school kghdt also shows that he
sometimes deviated from the doctrines of Cheng-Zchool because of his
independent thinking. Chapter Four discusses Ckengmorial for the list of
canonization in the Confucian templ€ofhgmiao fLEf). Cheng proposed to expel a
number of earlier Confucians honoured in the Caafudemple by reversing the
erstwhile criteria of canonization that emphasized classical exegesis. He held
personal conduct of a Confucian as the sole stdndlaat counted. His view
eventually prevailed in the Jiajing periogElE, 1522-1566). Chapters Five and Six
analyze the two masterpieces of Cheng'Daeyi Bian (& —4F) andXinjing Fuzhu
(0% [fFEF) (Zhen Dexiu’s (1178-1235Xinjing (:,:4%) is also discussed in Appendix
to elucidate Cheng’s works.). These two books puegoto prove that although the
thoughts of Zhuxi and Lu Jiuyuan about learningeddd at the beginning, they
eventually reconciled with each other in their fipears.

In short, the thesis finds that Cheng Minzheng at@smpting to fuse the two

v



Abstract

main intellectual trends represented by the phpbges of Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan as
a means to restore the genuine teaching the Chieaghool. That is, he argued for
a way of learning that relies mainly on the do@rof “honoring the virtuous nature
but also to be aided by the doctrine of followihg path of knowledge. Zi{% 4 &y
i~ DL#E 2 ) Nevertheless, because of his subjective and anpitv&ews in
conducting evidential studies, his inflexible methoof self-cultivation, and his
defiled fame as a suspect of corruption, his sehbip and advocacy gradually

withered and was eventually superseded by Wangrivanggs.
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