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Abstract

Previous studies on readability in Chinese texts have mostly been
conducted in the field of teaching Chinese as a foreign language, focusing
on lexical and sentential aspects. The study reported in this dissertation
is carried out at textual level, taking the notion of conjunction as the
starting point to explore the laws of readability in junior middle school
Chinese reading texts.

The subject of our research are junior 1 and 3 students from
mainland China (200 from each grade). The teaching of reading in junior
middle schools is different from the ones in the primary schools. The
quantity of new characters and vocabulary are no longer the main criteria
of readability, nor is sentence length. In contrast, textual factors become
the main criterion. We first explored theoretical claims of textual notions
in systemic functional linguistics, text linguistics and cognitive linguistics.
Then we conducted a pilot corpus search and calculation on 20 sample
texts using Wordsmith5.0. Based on these initial works, we choose the
notion of conjunction as the starting point to explore readability of the
Chinese texts at textual level.

Having examined treatments of conjunction in systemic functional
linguistics and text linguistics, we classified conjunctions into three types
which are broad causal relations, addition, and turn of thoughts. The
reason for this classification method is that we feel the result of this
classification is relatively understandable by people with no expertise in
linguistics. We hope that the proposed classificational framework can
provide more intuitive guidance for the secondary school teachers and

students when judging the readability of the texts.



Our main methodologies are test and questionnaire. Based on the
notion of bridging force, we systematically took away conjunctions in 20
Chinese texts. Then we compiled the test papers using the banked cloze
method. The tests were carried out in ten times, within the span of 30 days
with one test being conducted every three days. Each time two articles
were tested.

The data was analyzed using SPSS14.0 statistical software and two
conclusions were drawn: (1) For either grade one or grade three students,
in argumentative essays, the difficulty cascade caused by the conjunction
is turn of thoughts > addition> broad causal relation; (2) For the same
kind of conjunctions, in particular, for turn of thoughts, the scoring rate of
junior 3 students in the macro link is higher than the one of microscopic
connecting link. The result of junior 1 student, however, is the exactly
opposite. Conclusion one is consistent with the logical basis of Chinese
compound sentences proposed by Xingfu Yi. Conclusion II shows the
reading strategies of junior 3 students tend to be topic-down. Relatively
speaking, the macro ability of textual comprehension of junior 1 students
is a little weaker.

We further explored the reasons leading to the comprehension
difficulties as reflected by the feedback of the subjects. The main reason is
identified to be an inability to sort out the logical relationship in contexts.
We therefore proposed a number of programs to improve students’
generalization and inference abilities. We expect these programs to
contribute to the teaching of Chinese reading.

Key words readability cohesion conjunction bridging force

reading strategy
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(Difficult) School
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70-80 Bea 2
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T BN TERNE > WREEE - S AER - HEES -
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2 [EHIREFRIERE » (CM ARG ESCRIVEE M - LSA ZEERE
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NARKEREE AR Z B /F A (Meyer » 1980) -
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BIGERERBOTE SRS R SR e

5540 > Meyer (1975) SRRt ElaEy FEFEE=(EA5EX
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TEERER ORI LS T2 5 N BT A B 9T S5 EEH st
st B RHERHY PR E L o CEBEES - BfE - 5REESE 2008)
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Al o it —(EE R aes i — AR AR S - (EBEF - 5R55 > 2008)



25

(=) SRS BT OCESS R

st SR 2 ek ~ SRR HEEY) - B HAV R EHEG S
JEfREE - Calfee » Henry & Funderburg (1988) F0/E —EXmEik
F ~ (EAZEY) - B —F SR R AR R AR - %
—FE P HCE R AR - (G RS - mTRE 2 Ryt B
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Aoy e PR EHMER el = 7 Be 2 IR EE R L AVIEMHEER B (4% - {¢fir
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S MEEAMAHE RNV (REEMHEEHER SHE
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Bl % (procedural understanding) - £ % I A 25 BE f# (narrative
understanding) FIzwEEEN S EfE (understanding argument) - fR{5 2
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r=—0.686** » P<0.01 ; =—0.660** » P<0.01 ; r=—.562%* >
P<0.01 (5% 12~ 13~ 14) 1 FRHE = JCONEA R a9 B ER A AP B el
sE AT E AR - IR RIET S EVEETRE -

B HE R RATAE RS H A IO T ArE R H A B
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AT R AE TR AT 1 S WL ER A S AV B R /K Ah - HeaR 25 M
FRIEHIHBIGREIIE 0.5 DLE > ££ P<0.01 /K3 EEEFIEEE HREHAE
fE o

= 11 HEEESA E HRE MEEasT

Eag | AT o
#— = #)— =
= mH

1 0.640 0.731 11 0.573 0.589
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ERET &

N 186
Vil 325.801
df 2
TR .000
[

Gk #— 1=
= AR | G | i | "R | e | BT
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