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Abstract

Taipei has always reflected the social, cultural, political and historical
dimensions of Taiwan, and has often captured the creative focus of modern
and contemporary Taiwanese writers. Attributable to the lifting of the
martial law, Taiwanese literature has undergone a profound shift since
1990s. Many writers started to use the city of Taipei to unearth the
repressed and silenced voices of Taiwan. On the one hand, the writing of
Taipei has inherited the thematic issues of postwar Taiwanese literature,
such as Nativist Literature (xiangtu wenxue), urban fiction and narratives of
trauma. On the other hand, it has developed new trends in the interaction
between the social and political issues of post-Martial Law Taiwan.
Considering Taipei as a choronotope of novels, this study aims to examine
how Taiwanese writers use the city of Taipei to understand, describe and
narrate the multi-faceted post-Martial Law Taiwan. In addition, this study
also develops a dialogue between the writing of Taipei after 1987 and the

long-standing Taiwanese literary history and traditions.

This thesis consists of five chapters. The Introduction outlines the research
background to the prevailing discourse on the narrative of Taipei writing in
Taiwanese literature from the 1950s to 1980s, with a literature review of
post-Martial Law Taiwanese literature and Taipei narratives from 1950s to
the lifting of the martial law, and the research scope as well as the

methodology of this thesis. Novels about Taipei published in the post-



Martial Law era are classified into three themes and are analyzed in the
following chapters. Focusing on the memory of urban immigrants in Taipei,
Chapter two examines the relationship between a new generation of urban
immigrants and the city, and how they regard their shifting identity in
Taipei. To examine how writers describe the shadow of the Chinese Civil
War and the atrocities of the 2/28 incident during the 1990s, Chapter three
discusses writing trauma in Taipei during the 1990s. This chapter also
analyzes the legacy of trauma in both the historical and private sphere.
Chapter Four concentrates on the notion of “roaming” in Taipei to discuss
how the notion of “roaming” is employed as a metaphor to depict Taipei
from the eye of the fldneur. The final chapter concludes the overall findings

and puts forward suggestions for further research.
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